Comparison of neuraminidases of the same subtype but from different species using a new method of titration.
Neuraminidase is one of the two surface glycoproteins of influenza virions. In order to compare neuraminidases of the same subtype but isolated from different species (man, birds, pig), a new and simple method was adapted and optimized using peanut hemagglutinin. Results were very similar to those obtained with the classical method recommended by the WHO, using fetuin as a substrate. The technique was used to examine the relationship between animal and human neuraminidases belonging to serotypes N1 and N2. The results confirm the possible role of ducks as a reservoir for influenza viruses and the eventuality of interspecific exchanges.